Cal’ ook Mini €af look mink

California

Sun, sea, sand, Baywatch, bikinis
and Beetles? At least that was
Steven Haines’ original idea.
What he actually chose was
slightly different. Artistic licence
maybe, work of art definitely.
Richard Williamson critically
e acclaims a Cal’ look Mini



Cal’ look Mini

nce in a while a selection of pics turn up
t Miniwarld which stir the lounging

hacks from their semi-comatase state.
Such an occasion was last August when Steven
Haines wrote in suggesting we might like to
consider featuring his Mini. At first glance our
comments were along the lines of ‘yeah, looks o
nice paintjob but_* Only aiter a second perusal
was the subtleness and artistic beauty of this
<ar truly apparent: rather like a Rodin sculpture,
with an added dash of Jackson Pollock, this was.
one tasteful Mini. More fool us then for not
sccepting the invitation sooner, but at least it
was lop of the ‘Things to do” pile.

Beetle mania

into the new year, and we really couldn’t ignore
this crafted custom any longer, 50 a trip to
Walsall was awanged for a day whan, rrpi:-ur

Beetle. Novembe
94 Issue, one of MinfWorld's sister mags,

rq:wm-fﬂl:duu

Steven had been ihinKing of: smooth, seamiess,

Above: Minimalist rear seats - good
for your pasture - spparently

Right: Modified Fiat 126 seats
the interiar a spacy feel 3

leaming to diive in ene ~ the second which
came deseamed, big arches, rollcage. But, It was

sesatasipaing,

self-made
fibreglass surfboards. In fact. he did all the car
Inner wing

investing
angle grinder and rig weldar; “it was that bad.”

Block and tackle

i had moved on somewhat in that it was
‘now Octaber ‘83. On oceasions Steven had
‘begun to have doubts about his project. what
with all his maney tied up in the garage, and

The look Warking in the garage woddwﬂtlhlupmv

Then alang came a pretty inocuous, siv-owner,  with the shell rasting on for the weekond just o
white 1000 HL of ‘81 vintage, in dosperate need  cushions, Steven kept nmnm..mpmm
of a new boot floor and A-panels; the rest was talling his dad that “..it there. In the meantinie. 8
accaptable. That was in early 1990, and by lune  would anly be in there for Turbo engine fud
it had gainod 1293cc pownr, Same 1500 miles & couple of months,” stoad in & comer ready for
Inter, Ste vrk on it mating to the car, but bis
for the ‘look’. Firstly, the rear light apertures every “1 probably parents had managed o i
were welded over and filled, followed by the did far a couple of weoks,” him out of the quest for
frant indicator holes, then all but the roof e admits with a grin. speed. 5o, the turbo was
: (he off and with the proceeds

valance seams, though, for the ‘Classic’ effect painted first, then Steven ‘came a 1293¢c In its place
hang on), around Following Dave Vizard's
away with, initially, extemal handies, agaln on a cut-down shopping Tuming BL's A-Series Eye-
plating and filling the hiandle racesses. tralley af all things so he baok to the fetter, Steven
this together himself: S

‘down of the HL revealed the need for a new ﬂbhmlmumdﬂmﬂl-mld oﬂhﬂlheld.lﬂwwnmilﬂnlm

lnor and sils. pa primer (a re-face time ENdO crank, § rods, Powermax

says Steven. m -mlt.l.lun!
This is o surprse, Having trined w38 Primrase actually - which he s Vizard book, 2
P tor I all it took five top eoats, the s“lﬂlﬂ!ilnll'pmﬁv-ﬂwmilllmllﬁm
shill 'Ilh p it to give it that. b Vizard spec. while be the

woiking with my hands” hu enthuses, and can- axtra spiecial finish. setup the ignition timing using a borrowed

a2
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Cal’ look Mini

Left: Spattered paint eHect
extends to the engine and
subframes. Steven wishes
he'd painted the whole thing
black now!

gauge. At a guess he reckons it has 6abhp with
the current Montego filter but with a naisier
K&N, it should be at least another 10bhp. To
finish off, most new parts came courtasy of Mini
Spares in North London (via mail order),
although some parts such as the rear camber
brackets he modified himself. A much more
awkward mod was the boot lock, which is
actually from a garage door. “1 had to climb in
the boot to fit it,” he remembers. But what a
great sacurity idea - it can only be released by a
lever under the driver's seat!

Something completely different

Before all the engine was hooked up, Steven
made a start on the car's interior. Firstly he
ditched the idea of a dash-mounted handbrake
(3-13-2CV), out too went the bizarre bench seat!
In its place hawever came a pair of Fiat 126
seats he'd seen for a fiver in a scrappie. “1 like
the shape; they give the effect of more room™
he concludes.

Mind you, he had ta customise the frames
slightly, adding rear legs as the Mini’s flaor is
nathing fike that of a Flat. I turn, the inertia
seatbelt locks were set further back. If you think
Fiat seats in a Mini are different, take a look at
what there is to sit on in the back! Not so much
seats, but the most minimalist cushions you
ever did see. In the intital photos, we thought
they were fancy stereo speakers, but actually
they're six millimetres thick, shaped foam
rubber elipses, covered with black vinyl PVC.
This took  bit of messing around with plywood
templates. “The shapes remind me of a skeletal
structure,” he says - very apt considering their
use in the car.

The base - covering rear seat, bulkhead and

parcel shelf - is made up
1t seemns Steven som mor medum
density fibreboard), and
agein has been shaped.
had a f €W “mymate's a joiner” he
says, noting the help of a
5 rare third-party.
sleepless nights 3wt
sitting in the back?
;. 7 Steven suggests that it's
thmkmg Of not as uncomlartable a
ride as some might think.
what he should nded some of his
friends have personally
. » o tested it outand don't
do to his Mini appesiohave
‘complained!
1ts ot Just the interior shapes themselves
‘ l u I a. that stand aut though; it's all accentuated by
-1 E 2 the cantrasting two-tone af the Primrose yellow
Tk B - and black trim, including the not-so-obvious
— ® P - ’ sprayad headlining. “That was a real pain to fit*
i he remembers. I was by myself, all night..a
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€al’ look Mini

'mp: Lnnk 1o wires. Clever work
kes for a very
mt engine bay

Above: Boot houses the filler
«cap and ‘washer
bottle - neat.

heater and a tub of Evo-Stick. Terrible!”

The working end of the cabin is all rather
tasty too. Both the standard steering wheel and
column are finished in Primrose, with the door
panels and dash trimmed in yet more black
vinyl, No array of dials either, just one custom
speedo showing all the info Steven needs. And
what a funny looking indicator - a Mini stalk
with Honda MT50 motarbike piston on top
no less!

Splatter flick

Not to be confused with a horror movie -
campletely the opposite in fact - the term
‘specide and splatter’ is exactly as seen here an
all the running gear; engine, subframes,
suspension, fuel tank, even the inside of the:
Cooper reverse-rim wheals snd speado. Having
first ba:
created by then flicking on the top colours
(Primrose and, if you look closely, a light blus)
with nathing more tecinical than a finger
dipped in the paint pot; the mare thinners used,
the more spackles Staven created. “The index
finger was best” he notes, and in all it took him
‘thres wasks af digit-debilitating design to
«complete one of the most eye-catching warks of
art we've seei to date; As we said before, very
much Jackson Follock.

Suich time-consuming work, but well warth it
far the overall effect. Bodacious we might add.
takingly, he now wishes he'd painted the
running gear black; as he wouldn't have ta clean

it so much! And to think the idea came when he
wole up one night with the idea racing round
his brain.

Sleepless 'n subtle

It seems Steven had a few sleepless nights
thinking of what he should do to his Mini. For
instance, where should he put the rear lights?
Take a good look ~ seen them yet? There, in the
rear window, tucked up against the vertical-
rubber line. Simply a cheapo set from a car
accessory shop, but re-wired, re-bulbed and re-
lensed. “The originals were useless” he asserts.

Laoking at the rear of this Mini there is
something else which is not so obvious, except if
you went to fill up at a petrol station; where do.
you put the fuel?! Another security feature as the
filler necls is inside the boot. Also in the boot is
the screen wash bottle and a fabricated section,
originally for the impending Metro Turbo rad. "I
was 5o close to the end | didn’t want to spend
time with all the hasing through the car,” he
confides,

It's the same at the front. No mare protruding
winkers, just two subtle clear lenses blending in
to the old Austin Seven grills (minus chrome
maustache). A closer laok at the Cibie
headlamps reveals they are in fact concave, “The
kil | got them off had paid a lot af money for
them" remembers Steven.

Underneath that badge-less bonnet, an
interesting mad is the wiring loom running
thraugh the nearside wing rather than the
bulkhead, near to where the wiper motor has
been re-located on a custom mounting. “It's a bit
of a tight fit but the dash unclips out” he adds.

Happy days

By May 1994, Steven decided he could go no
further with his pet project. But he was happy
enaugh, and took it alang to Shugharough Hall in
June to lat other Mini fans see the results for
themselves. They were impressed; so much so
that he won the Custom class - first time out!
Later on in October, this time at the Heritage
Centre in Gaydon, people were crammed around
his creation, keen to see for themselves the
extraordinary attention to detail.

So, three years and about £3000 later - “It
could be & bit mare actually..t don't like thinking
about it" - what are Steven's plans for his work
of art? Being perfectly apen, he thinks the Mini
willl probably make way for another
customisation: “Maybe a 2CV or a Fiat 500..a
mate’s got a Beetle” he adds with a touch of
wistfulness.

Beetle or Mini, whatever he chooses to do, at
anly 22 years of age and this kind of masterpiece
ta his credit already, Steven has a sunny future
alvead of hiim. And that's not just bn the beach
with his surfboard...
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